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January Newsletter

In this edition:

Welcome

National Student Volunteering Week

New Opportunities

Other Events
Welcome 

Happy New Year!  We are approaching the most hectic part of the academic year and though it is a busy time with exam preparations and course deadlines, there is still time to fit in some volunteering work.  Even an hour a week can make a massive difference to an organisation and also to you!  Volunteering is about helping your community, gaining skills and experience for your CV, meeting new people and enjoying yourself.  Surely a spare hour or two is worth all that?
National Student Volunteering Week 20-26 February 2012
Look out for more information about activities and events taking place this week.  The programme will include:

· Volunteer Recruitment Fair, first floor Clarendon building (20th)

· Voluntary Organisation Fundraising Day, first floor Clarendon building (21st)

· Independent Living for Older People (ILOP) Tea Party, The Hub (22nd)

· World of Sport Activity Day, Olympia building (23rd) 

· Volunteer celebration event (24th)
If you have any ideas for events or activities you would like including in the programme please email volunteering@tees.ac.uk
Join the Volun-tees Impact Programme (VIP) beforehand and get a head start with your volunteering! VIP boards are a great way for volunteers to lead projects, develop employability skills and work with other volunteers from across the University. VIP boards are centred around volunteering in the following areas: Sport, Fundraising, Youth, Media and Marketing, and Community Action.  
New Opportunities:

English Café facilitator – Teesside University English Language Support

To attend 1 English Café per week to meet and chat to international students, providing information and advice about life in the UK, Middlesbrough and at university and help them improve their English. You may also be required to organise some activities.  To initiate conversations (using or providing prompts/controversial questions, magazines etc.) To provide help with English e.g. pronunciation of key words, explanations of new words To organise events within the cafe that promote cultural awareness.  Induction and training event covering communication skills, cultural awareness, mentoring skills. Weekly drop in session for all volunteers to discuss and share experiences, issues and seek advice from the programme leader and other volunteers.
Forest Schools Assistant - Groundwork North East                                                          We are an environmental regeneration charity supporting communities to develop projects in their area. Covers landscape, youth work, heritage, neighbourhoods and more.                                          Assistant required for our Forest Schools Project to support activities with primary aged children, linking to the national curriculum. Forest Schools is about experiential learning and a fun and educational programme of activity.  Initially required for Mondays, also Thursdays from April and Wed/Fri from June. 

Graffiti Artist – Streetlife

Volunteer needed to work closely with a group of students within a school to develop various canvases and a large mural on a wall in the school grounds. Suitable candidates must be flexible time-wise and have the required skills.  Support available from youth engagement workers and other staff in the school. 

Fundraiser – Relate North East                                                                                                            We are a counselling charity working across the whole of the north east. We specialise in relationship counselling, family counselling, psycho sexual therapy and young persons’ counselling, telephone counselling and we also work with domestic violence sufferers. Volunteer required to raise funds for Relate which would be used to reduce the cost of providing counselling to clients.  An induction into Relate will be given and you will meet up with the team leader to discuss any new and innovative ways you think you would like fundraise with us. 

Relate Volunteer 

To provide administrative support to counsellors for them to be able to provide counselling to clients. To use the database to book appointments and make contact with clients regarding appointments and welcoming clients into the centre. Any time you offer relate will be greatly appreciated but we would usually ask for a couple of hours each week normally at the same times. Volunteers can be employed on an adhoc basis if they would prefer.
Stories of the World:  Journeys of Discovery – The Captain Cook Birthplace Museum

To produce a short 4 minute animation about The Rainbow Serpent - an Aboriginal creation story. This will become part of an innovative new exhibition featuring the North East's world culture collections, to open at the Dorman Museum on 17th June 2012.  Your work will be displayed and can be credited. 
Volunteer Event Manager - The Stroke Association

We’re looking for a student to be our Volunteer Event Manager for a street collection in Newcastle City Centre. Your role will be to use your initiative to plan and then manage the event on March 10.
Museum Volunteer Coordinator - Middlesbrough Council

To assist with Assistant Museums Officer with the front of house coordination of volunteers, including the recruitment, training and retention of volunteers and coordination of a customer centred focus.
Advertisers/Marketers Wanted! - VIP Board Marketing and Media
How creative are you? There are lots of great projects for students to volunteer with. We need a small group of students who wish to gain experience in Marketing, to come forward, help out and have their designs posted up around the University.
Other Events:
Butterwick House Children’s Hospice - Go Karting Endurance Race!

Wednesday 8th February 2012 - Teesside Autodrome, Middlesbrough, 7pm.   

Bring your friends, family and colleagues and take on our exciting Go Karting Endurance Race!  After 20 minutes of practice you will embark on a 75 minute race working as a team and enjoying this exhilarating sport at one of Teesside's finest circuits.                               £10 entry fee per person and a minimum of £40 sponsorship per person. Teams of 4.           For more information or to enter a team, Please call Laura on 01642 628930 or email lauramook@butterwick.org.uk
How to write Social Stories for people on the Autism Spectrum:                                 This full-day course is aimed at people who already have a basic understanding of the autism spectrum.  It explains why Social Stories can be effective to the improvements in the social understanding of individuals on the autism spectrum which often leads to an improvement in behaviour. This course provides a step-by-step guide for parents and teachers on how to write and implement Social Stories to enable individuals to understand their world.
Dates:  2nd February,  15th August,  17th May,  20th November 2012  Time:  9.30 am – 2.30  
Venue:  South Tees Skills Centre, Middlesbrough
£30.00 parents/unpaid carers/students                £90 Professionals 

Lunch, refreshments and course materials included

 If you would like to book onto the above training please visit www.main-event.org.uk alternatively contact events@themainproject.co.uk or telephone 01642 277450
Would you like to boost your sense of achievement, employability skills and career prospects?
If you do, you should be interested in meeting the Chief Executive of Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE) next Monday at the University.
Students In Free Enterprise (SIFE) is an international non-profit organization that works with leaders in business and higher education to mobilise university students to make a difference in their communities while developing the skills to become socially responsible business leaders and the UK team will be visiting the University to meet students interested in getting involved next Monday.

Participating students form teams on their university campuses and apply business concepts to develop outreach projects that improve the quality of life and standard of living for people in need.

Getting involved in SIFE projects will benefit your sense of achievement , employability skills and career prospects – SIFE students have exclusive access to business leaders and recruitment opportunities.  

SIFE corporate supporters includes companies such as; ASDA, CENTRICA, HEINZ, HSBC, KPMG, MARS,  NESTLE, STANDARD LIFE, and UNILEVER and in fact HSBC value the SIFE programme so highly that they ask all graduate applicants if they have been involved in SIFE whilst at university. This demonstrates how widely SIFE is respected by leading businesses and how the skills you will gain are highly valued by top employers.

SIFE UK has grown to 45 university teams and 2,500 students running 300 projects. This number is ever growing as SIFE continues to expand, whilst also improving the quality of the programmes operating at each university.

Meet the SIFE team on Monday 23rd January – 13.00-14.00 Victoria Road building Room V0.06

If you would like to attend this event please email a.nazia@tees.ac.uk to book a place.
For more voluntary opportunities and VIP details please visit the Volun-tees website  www.voluntees.co.uk
